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fordfocus
shouldn't you expect more from life?



'ln its styling it excites,
on the road it astonishes.'
'Utterly desirable.'
.The best car we have
driven all year.t

(ALltocar I SePtember 1998)

What could the Autocar
road testers be talking about?
An exotic Latin spofts bolide?
A Teutonic limousine? Or some
high-tech, megabucks road legal

rally car?
No. They're talking about the
Ford Focus, with prices slarting

at a clecdedly un-mega e12,B5O

on the roacl for the Forci Focus
].6 Zetec. The car il ustratecl here
is --e Eoro I ocus .6 Chia aL

f-4,35O. Gooo vd.ue by anv
standards; by the new stanclards
set by the Forcl Focus, a
vertatl e stea .

TaelOroFOCLSSa-ew
benchmark in afforclable

autor'notive excellence.

turd is changing.

What we want n a car and what
we get aren't always the same

thing. t's a question of
cornpromise. We all want great
handling: but that doesn't always
incllrde great comfoft.
PedorTnance, c early, is high y

desirabe: but not if it costs you a

fodune to use it. Style? That's
relatvey easy. But style with
space? That's a bit tr ck er.
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The new Focus from Ford



Striking yet sensiblc,
sensuous yet safe,
Ford Focus takes the
averaEe preconception
and puts it firmly into
the bin. Logic doesn't
need to be boring!: the
tailgate release switch
is on the dash, a quick
finger stretch away.
Exactly where you'd
expect it to be.
Obvious, really. Top
quality cabin materials
make the Focus interior
a great place to be.
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aimecl at clelivering agilty, stabilty,
p ecis on arcl com on r a c-isP.

taut package of superb
dynamics and craftsmanship.

A massve customeT research
prograrnme has proclucecl a
mainstream car which brings truly
specialist clrivrng pleasures to the
orcl nary firotorst. A spaclous car
which, to quote Autocaronce
more, 'reclefines the standards by
wh ch all family transpoft must
now beludged.'

A car which, like no other,

closes the gap between what
you wanl and what you gel.

Style and Space
Compact, athletic, machined, the
Ford Focus is a paragon of
contemporary style. But that's
jusr one hat ot 'he eqJatior.
Focus is also a wor'o-oealer .n

practical ty and space. Never
before has function been so
brilliantly fused with form.

Aln ost mrac_loustr'. llowing
curves blencl with crsplv
contrast ng edges, sharp
intersections and radica front and
rear lrght clusters, to create a
eru.1 ngiv inlegrated e> p'essro-
of \ew Foq- 3r1o'r-,otivo design.

A high roofline and the longest
wheelbase in its class, enclow the
Eoc us w tn ar asto-ishing b q La'
feel. The choppecl 'Kamm'tails of
the 3- and s-cloor hatchbacks
cornbine wincl-cheating
aerodynamics with class-leading
rear shoulder room, and boot
space for two suitcases
sicle-by sicle.

The 4-door Focus provides a
more traclitional, uxurious tone,

its six-light profile and shod tail

containing a wicle, cleep

luggage compaftment. The Forcl

Focus estate has extencled rear
s de-w ndows and full-width
tailgate for a vast, flexrll e loacl

spd.e l' ^ laro-<. Oad a -o
the cass, n fact

'Boomy caa soret'-r33 ae
another word for atL \a: ... --
the Forcl FoaJS Tl^e e[ ! --a.::

appea cf Ford FocL:s st}, '9 gaes
'o be,o d nlrol ,o.. c - )--.
e^lenosoFepbe'Ed-f Il 6 a S

tightly stretchecl sufface, deep
into the drivetrain reflect ng the
sharp precision of Ford Focus
eng neering - and fully

delvering on the electrifyrng
prom se of the exterior.

Performance
and Economy
Powering the new Focus is a

superb range of clean,
1^e-rew ng rrr,llivave ergines.
1.4 ,1.6-,1.8-, and 2.O-litre petro
units generating 75, 1OO, 115 and

13OPS, with big improvements in

both economy and no se. The
combination of quiet engines and
clever y-engineerecl chassls
components has resulted in very
low noise levels.

The much-laudecl 1.4 ltre
Zetec engine has been
re-prioritised in Focus guise for
fuel economy and ease of clrivtng.

The a l-new 1.6- itre Zetec is more
spoft ng (0-62 mph in 1O.9

seconds, top speed 115 mph),
but is s milady econom cal,

clelivering over 4Ompg.*
mproved versions of the Zetec
1.8 and 2.O ltre engines, as >

Off c a fLrel consumption: Urllan 3o.7mpg, Extra Urban 51.4, Combined 40 9
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popularised by the N,4ondeo,

power the Focus to l2omph-plus
top speeds, again without
compromising economy.

And there's an a l-new L8-
litre, direct-inlection 9OPS turbo
diesel, combining a thumplng
max mum torque figure of
2OONm at lust 2OOOrpm with
excellent fuel economy.

On the European Combined
Cycle, Ford Focus owners can
expect returns of between
33.1mpg (2.O-litre) and 57.6mpg
(diesel). mp.ess.vely. Ford Focus
engines are 98 per cent cleaner
than those in simi ar cars of just
lO years ago.

Low running costs aren't
s mply a consequence of good
fuel e( o-omy. Service a.lo 'epai'
costs play a b g pad too. That's
why Focus has been designecl
for easy and rapid serviceabillty,
wili annual lO,OOO-rile serv,ce
ilterva s. N,4odLrlar consrrLcL o.
methocls for the galvanisecl,

wax-injected boclyshe l, allow a
12-y ear anti-pelJoration-warranty.
This will not only simpl[z and
speecl up crash repairs: it'll help
to make Ford Focus ownership
COSLS Lhe IoWeSL in Lhe CIaSS,

Handling and
Comforl
Do yo- ever gel the impress on
that, for some manufacturers,
des gning and buildlng a new caT

is, well, a bit of a chore? A brief to
be followed, oblectlves to be
met, hordes of accountants to
cloclge, directors to paci[u. that
soft of thing?

It wasn't iike that on the Focus
project. There were objectives,
sure. Tough ones. Like making it

the roomiest, most comfortable,
tr osl 'e1ned dnd rost dynaric
hand ing car n lts cass.

But overriding al those
targets was one overall goa: to
make Focus a rare treat to drive.
There were few lin-rits placecl on >

Ford Focus has
redefined the whole
basis on which mass
market cars are
conceived, desi$ned
and built. In the old
days you could have a
practical but dull can
Or perhaps a dull and
impractical car. fhose
days are ovcr, Ford
Focus brings drivinEl
excitement, flair, value,
appeal and quality
toEiether in one
unbeatable packaEie.

The new Focus from Ford
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the des gn, or on the amount of
encouragement and supporl
gven to the eng neers. You could
say it was a dream brief.

Still, even wrth cafte blanche,
the code to great handling wasn't
easy to break. Admittedly, Forcl

englneers did have a head staft
from therr experiences with Ka,

Puma and l\,4ondeo. One of the
(nrany) keys for the Forcl Focus
was an lngen ous new 'Control
Blade mu L:-'irk rear suspensio-
system locked to an ultra-stlff
body structure - easily the
stffest ancl lightest in its cass,

rnputs Inear and preclictab e and
generat ng fluid, progressive
responses n the Ford Eocus
powedrain and ride, Ford
er-rgineers have successfully
established a new high-water
mark for ride, handling, stabiity
and comfod. Quick steering with
finely-weighted power assistance
and slick, positive gearshfting
make the Forcl Focus an
intensely rewarding clriving
experience. An aclvanced
four-channe anti-lock braking
system provicies new levels of
clrlver reassurance. lt will be

available wlth integrated
electron c brake-force
distributon (EBD) and an
improvecl Tractlon Contro
System (TCS). lt also acts as the
platfor"r 10. tro d s soon to-dr"rve
Electronic Stability Program
(ESP). Deslgned to help the
clriver restore stability in extreme
situations, such as emergency
ane changes on ice or snow,
ESP is clesignecl to electronicaly
detect vel'ricle instab,illty and
apply stabllislng forces thro!gh
the anti lock and traction control
systems. )

The new Focus from Forrd
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and a full l OO per cent stiffer than
' y'pi ol lasL ge-p.a Lo- C ar \ in

the class.
Besides providing a rig d

platform for the suspension and
steering systems, that structural
stiffness enablecl Forcl to
optimise crash-woft hiness and
minimise nolse, vibration ancl

harshness (NVH). lt also aliowecl
precise window ancl cloor fits
which, with special seals,
minimise wind noise.

The next step was to cut
down on 'rcl,o-. By eliminaling
excess friction, making control



More lotiic: a bonnet
that needs a key,
Simple, effective, and
yet strangely annoying

- if your speciality is
hot-wiring engines.
Focus has lots of neat
little features like that,
thanks to a massive
customer tesearch
progiramme, which both
Yalidated Ford's own
design process and
filtered out all the
'nasties' motorists
hated.

The new Focusfrom rcrd
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Size and Safety
Focus is 'clynamically'safe. lts
chassis and suspension systems
have been tunecl for stability and
controilabiltty. The car's hrghly
forgiving handling, ailied to
tract on control working
unobtrusively in the background,
medns lhdl lhe troc us clt,\ er s
always tnsicle a comfoftable
'bubble' of pnmary safety.

Should the worst happen,
ultra-rigid safety cell ancl crumple
zones provicle interior
compaftment protec|on
slgnificantJy exceecling (by 3O%)
current legislative requirements.
Driver, passenger ancl new head-
and-chest side airbags, are
clesignecl to minimise heacl
injunes from sicle impact
collisions. Advanced seatbelt
systems, 'bounce back, power
wlndows and ISOFIX

chilcl-seat attachments all gr-r

towards a secure passenger
environment. Peace of mind
doesn't end there. The Focus
bonnet can be openecl only by a
key, preventrng the bonnet from
belng opened from inslde the car
viftually eliminating any possibility
of 'hot wiring'. Fully shrouded
security mechanisms and a self-
armlng immobiliser, render the
car effectively dead unless the
correct key is inserled in the
ignltion.

Design and
Functionality
Ford's awesome computing
power - equivalent to NASA,S _
enabled three-climensional
imaging softwaTe to clesign the
passenger compaftment, so that
lust about every shape and size
of drlver or passenger can find a
comfodable seating position.

The skill of the ergonomlst has
been put to good use Buttons
and switches are shapecl to the
f nger The tarlgate reiease is hrgh
.l-.] tlr-e nstrL-]rnent panel, enabling
o: r r o. Iolr soeo ouL
w tirout bend ng. Env ronmentally,
Ford Focus ts well aheacl of the
game. Recyclecl consumer goods
have been used extensively ln the
manufacturing process -
inclucJing clenim jeans for sound-
cleadening. Ford Focus is over g5
per cent recyclable by weight.

Ford Focus is .the car the
class has been waiting
for,,

Ford Focus. Expect more.
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For more information on the all-new Ford Focus range, please call
()345 111 77 or visit our web site vuurw.fold.co,uk

This supplement wm produced by Haymtrket N/otoring Group Special Prcjects for
Ford N/iotor Compmy Ltd, Brentwood, Essex CN,413 3BW.

Design and Att Direction: Dave Alexmder Photography: David Burges


