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Ford has long been off the diesel pace,
but now it comes back Punching to
challenge the brilliant 130bhp Golf TDi
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FORD FOCUS TDC| GHIA ROADTEST

here has always been a crit-
ical gap in the Focus engine
line-up - no advanced
turbodiesel. And while its
European rivals have
capitalised on the diesel

boom, Ford has dragged its oil-burning
feet, offering only a conventional direct
iniection design. Until now, that is.

With the arrival of the Dagenham-
designed and built TDC1 Duratorq com-
mon-rail engine, Ford has produced a
unit that heralds a new generation of
advanced turbodiesels.

Although the companyhas yet to con-
firm prices, itt expected that the new
powerplant will command a !500 premi-
um over the ageing 90bhp TDdi models,
which will continue to be sold alongside
the new engine. That means the flagship
Ghia model on test here should cost an
anticipated f14,550 when it goes on sale

nextfanuary.
The Focus TDCi has orily one rival in its

sights, and that's the t-16,675150bhp Golf
TDi" the car that currently dominates the
UKdiesel hot hatch market. On paper, the
Focus initially seems disadvantaged.
Although the l753cc unit boasts all the
latest technology - high-pressure fuel
iniection system and avariable nozzletw-
bocharger complete with intercooler - lt
produces only ll5bhp at 5800rpm and
2071b ft of torque at l850rpm, which
includes an exff a 22lb ft of b o ost available

during hard acceleration. lmpressive
stufl but the Golf goes a fair bit further
with l5Obhp and 2281bft.

Dial in the Ford's heftier l505kg kerb

HISilORV Ford's diesel history is
not glorious. The company's first
was the Z.A-litre York engine that
developed a meagre 54bhp, and
made its debut in the Transit in

1 97 2. the f irst non-commercial
diesel application was the 1.6-litre
in the 1983 Escort: a naturally
aspirated indirect injection unit
that soldiered on until the .l 

.B-litre
arrived that powered both the 1 9BB
Escort and Fiesta. It took that engine
1 l years to acquire a turbo. Dubbed
the TDdi and generating 90bhp, it
was dropped into the Focus and
Fiesta. And now it will still soldier on

beside the sparkling new TDC|.

weight - 27kg more than the Golf -
and it's no wonder that its performance
trails that of the Volkswagen. Put the
Focus through the gears and it will reach
60mph in 9.8sec and 100mph in 51.8sec,

mana$ng3}llmph in 9.9sec onthe way.

A damp test track notlv"ithstanding, these

are respectable figures for a diesel hatch,
and they are quick enough to worry a

petrol 1.8 Focus (9.5sec, 50.5sec and

9.6sec respectively).
But it doesnt get close to the Golf.

The \lIlV hits 60mph and l0Omph in
B.Ssec and 25.9sec, and it's over two
seconds quicker through the gears from
50-70mph. All that low-revtorque makes
the Focus a formidable in-gearperformer,
but again it plays second fiddle to the Golf
TDi. Plantyourright foot in fourth and the
Focus takes 6.5sec to accelerate from
50-50mph, agalnst the 5.6sec forthe Golf.

OnIy in top gear does the Focus have a

slight edge.Although the Ford is geared to
pull lust under 50mph per l000rpm, itt
shorterthan the Golfls intergalactic sixth
geat allowing the Focus to accelerate

from 50-70mph in 8.5sec, a fraction
quickerthan the Golfs 8.8sectime.

However, what these bald performance

figures fail to represent is the way that the
TDCi engine delivers its power. At idle,
under acceleration and at motorway
speeds the Ford engine never emits more
than a refined munnur. It's smooth and
quiet enough to make the Golf engine

seem agricultural.
Ford has achieved this clatter-to-

calm transformation with a new, second
generation common-rail system which
delivers several smaller bursts of fuel
prior to the main injection, smoothing the

combustion process and reducing the
typical diesel rattle. It really works. It's a
lively engine that responds promptly
to throttle inputs, delivering its torque
in a more linear manner than the
Volkswagen's Pumpe Dtise engine.

Ifthe Focus trails the Golfin straight-
line performance, its on-road d5,namics

simply muscle the \rVV out of the way.
The Focus's brilliant ride and handling
have been well catalogued in these pages,

and the TDCi serves as a reminder oflust
how superb the Focus is to drive. Its front
strut and sophisticated multi-link rear
suspension simply dismisses poor sur-
faces. It feels perfectly damped at all I
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{ speeds and seems to float over rippled
and scarred roads that would easily fox
the stodgy Golf. What's more, the Ford's

rack and pinion steering is sharp and
delightftrlly accurate, and there's a notice-

able absence of body-roll.
Despite its shortage of outright pace,

the Focus feels quicker than the Golffor
tlvo reasons. First, its silent soundtrack
means engine noise never intrudes on
your enthusiasm. And secondly, its

sparkling chassis lets you exploit more of
its power, more of the time. That means

the Focus is both an excellent motorway
cruiser and a delight to drive hard on a
favourite backroad.

Powerful all-round discs ensure excel-

lent braking, too: backed up by electronic

anti-lock, the car needs iust 2.8sec for the

standard 60-0mph run, even on a damP

track. For a family car the centre pedal in
the Focus has exceptional feel, and no
matter how hard they were pushed the
brakes always felt strong and fade-fiee.

Not only is the TDCi engine quieter
than the Golfs, it's also more frugal -
its 44.5mpg average figure bettering the
\rW's 4l.2mpg. Use a light right foot, and
this rises to the exceptional 55.5mpg
that we recorded on our touring route.
An overall average of 44mpg makes a

convincing argument for choosing the
diesel over the 1.8 petrol Focus, which
managed yust 29.2mp9. As do a lower
insurance rating, lower depreciation and
cheaperrunning costs.

Although the Ford is over 12000
cheaper than the Golf, it carries a similar
level of equipment to the German car,

including air-conditioning, electric mir-
rors and windows, remote central locking,
twin front airbags and trip computer.
The Focus is also likely to benefit from
even higher levels of safety equipment
when the facelifted version arrives

nextmonth.
But there's no area that better accounts

forthe price difference between the Focus

and the Golf than the cabin. \ rhile there is

nothing wrong with the ergonomics and

fit and finish of the Focus, the Golfs
exudes an opulence and sophistication
that the Ford simply cannot match. You

could argue that the same comments

Spacious boot and irileriori respectabte per{ormance lor a diesel hatchi quiet engine needs a bit more grunt; excellent brakes leel fade-free

could also be made of the Ford's styling.

Despite its ubiquity - it is Britaint
best-selling car - the Focus still looks
fresh and striking but, in the final
reckoning, it Iacks the GoIfls sophistica-
tion and presence.

Ford may be a late arrival on the front-
line diesel scene, but it has been a worth-
while wait. The TDCi is very quiet, excep-

tionally economical and has enough pace

to make the 1.8 petrol feel a little sluggish.
That it is dropped into the most talented
chassis in the class makes it even more

appealing. Only slightly more constrained

straight-line performance than the \rVV

stops it winning the full-house verdict.
But that doesnt stop it being the most
complete diesel familyhatch on sale.

On-the-road price 114,550 (est)
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COz l45g/km

Gost per mile 120

, uontnly dontrict hilE t295 (est) 
.

Equipment
t-llioiii roptioni fitted to test ca0 _ l

iAir-conditioning i : , O',
Cruise control

Leather seats

Rear spoiler

Sat-nav

t1000

Height/tilt-adtust steering

Su nroof

Airbag driver/passenger/sid

Alarm/immobiliser

RDS stereo/CD player

, 
-O 

standard , 'not-ilvailable 
-..- '

lnsurance group 6 (est)

Typieal quote l3B I test)

r 36.m0nths/60,000 miles, 1 2 years rust

Servicing
l2 nonths or 6000 miles

.a/Ol
, t250,

alalL500:' 'a,4"
,ala',

What it costs tz
!

!
o
4

ii-.!..*. ---1.-'' .--.-

rl:-l

:

Perfectly placed
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Standard

includes air-con

and front-loading

C0 player

Focusrs tidy cabin carries a cornprehensive range of equipment


